
BY GUS STEEVES
NEWS STAFF WRITER

DUDLEY Ñ All the furor
over health car e, Sen. Ted
KennedyÕs replacement and
other political issues con-
ver ged r ather quietly
Wednesday in a lecture hall
at Nichols College.

Ther e, former state Reps
Brian Knuuttila and Mark
Carron, both Democrats,
ur ged the small audience to
pay attention to whatÕs hap-
pening and get involved Ñ
to vote, petition, organize
their comm unity, even run
for office at whatever level
suits them.

ÒThe historic election
last y ear demonstrated the
incr edible powerÓ of mod-
er n comm unica tions and
an organized public,

Knuuttila said. Ò... It
br ought a whole new mean-
ing to the conce pt that all
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“The teeth are smil-
ing, but is the heart?”

— Congo proverb
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Changing Our TChanging Our T oonoon
EditorÕ s Note: Star ting toda y, the

Southbridge Evening News is test-
ing a new comic on our comics page,
Page A6. For the next four weeks, we
will run the nationally popular
ÒPearls Before Swine,Ó in place of
ÒRose is Rose.Ó We want to hear

from you, our readers, about what you think of the
new cartoon before deciding whether to make a per-
manent s witc h.

Much like other moves we make in the newspaper,
this one was done with the goal of providing our read-
ers something fr esh, new and, well, downright funny.

Let us know by calling Editor
Walter Bird at (508) 909-4107 or
Mana ging Editor T racy Seelye at
(508) 909-4130. You may also e-mail
us at wbird@stonebridgepress.com
or tseelye@stonebridgepress.com.

In the meantime, the laugh is on us!
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BY CHRISTOPHER TANGUAY
NEWS STAFF WRITER

BRIMFIELD Ñ With a
br and new mortgage and a
baby on the w ay, Brian
Treitman was admittedly
ner vous when he first
opened B .T.Õs Smokehouse
on Sturbridge Road in
Brimfield a couple y ears ago.

Now, with a satellite locale
on Main Str eet in Sturbridg e,
his own line of rubs, sauces
and r elishes catching on Ñ
and another ba by on the w ay
Ñ TreitmanÕs nervousness
has tur ned to disbelief at the
success heÕs had.

ÒThere are times that I sit
down and I think about it
and kind of get chills ,Ó
Treitman said from his flag-
ship location, in front of his
homemade smok er.

B.T.Õs was listed among
the top 10 barbecue restau-

Eating high on the hogEating high on the hog

Toll vouchers for the disabled?

BY RYAN GRANNAN-DOLL
NEWS STAFF WRITER

CHARLTON Ñ To ease the finan-
cial strain on disabled motorists, the
state Registry of Motor Vehicles is
considering giving them toll vouch-
ers to defray the costs of travel to the
Charlton branch.

The issue arose after some con-
cerned residents complained about
handicapped parking issues at the
site, located at the 5-East Massachu-
setts Turnpike service area.
Currently, disabled motorists are
forced to use the Pike, and pay a toll,
to access the siteÕs five handicapped
parking spaces. No handicapped
parking is available at the other park-
ing area on the Route 20 side of the
service stop. RMV Spokesman Ann
Dufresne offered no detail on how the

plan would actually work. State Rep.
Geraldo Alicea, D-Charlton, called for
such a measure last month, but last
week said the move was not enough.

ÒIt should be for elderly and handi-
capped,Ó he said.

Alicea said he had asked Registrar
Rachel Kaprielian to offer the vouch-
ers to handicapped and elderly drivers
so the latter would not have to walk
long distances to the building from the
Route 20 parking area.

Alicea also said he is looking into
whether state requires the building to
have a bathroom, which he said it cur-
rently lacks.

Dufresne last week also accused this
newspaper of Òmanufactur[ing]Ó con-
troversy over the Charlton RMV site. Ryan Grannan-Doll photo

To make access to the Mass Pike RMV site more convenient for disabled drivers,
the Registry of Motor Vehicles is considering providing toll vouchers.

RMV LOOKS TO SMOOTH THE
WAY FOR SOME LOCAL DRIVERS

Please Read REGISTRY,page A8

Former legislators urge
political involvement

Beinema
links health,
environment

BY GUS STEEVES
NEWS STAFF WRITER

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ To
Anne Fenwick-Beinema,
health and the condition
of the environment go
hand in hand. While
man y researchers delve
deeply into genetics to
find causes of one dis-
ease or another , her
years as a nurse and per-
sonal experience have
led her to a m uch sim-
pler conclusion: ÒweÕre
poisoning ourselves.Ó

While the concept is
simple to e xpress, its
causes and solutions are
much more challenging,
the newest member of
the Southbridg e Boar d
of Health acknowledges.
ThatÕs because theyÕre
essentially systemic in
nature; to restore
human health in the
large sense, Beinema
believes we need to stop
using unnecessary
chemicals and products.

Take, for example,
nail polish.

ÒWeÕre supposed to
wrap it in paper before
disposal so it doesnÕt
react with other things,Ó
she observed. ÒItÕs safe
on our bodies, but not in
the Earth? ... WeÕre poi-
soning ourselves every
day with the chemicals
we use on ourselves.Ó

Or pharmaceuticals.
As a nurse, sheÕs seen lit-

erally tons of those being
discarded Ñ for many
years, inappropriately.
But onl y now is the sci-
ence really catching up to
the technology, discover-
ing that those medicines
are often not removed by
sewer treatment plants
and can still be active in
natur e afterward.

Or plastics, with
recent reports of toxins
leaching fr om some of
them into food or drinks.
To Beinema, all of these
issues, and many others,
need to be addressed,
and she expresses it
directly as ÒStop buying
things w e throw into the
envir onment. Ó

Of cour se, tha tÕs an
extremely difficult thing
to do. Lik e so many peo-
ple w ho ar e awar e of the
risks , Beinema also uses
some of those items

Anne Beinema

SERVICE
WITH A
SMILE

Shawn Kelley photo

CHARLTON Ñ Emily
Johnson,8, of Charlton
smiles for the camera
as she gets soapy dur-
ing a car wash
Saturday morning at
Town Hall for Charlton
Youth Soccer. For
more photos, please
turn to Page A11.

B.TÕS ONE OF N EW ENGLAND ÕS BEST

Please Read SMOKEHOUSE,page A12

Christopher Tanguay photo

Brian Treitman of B.T.Õs
Smokehouse in Brimfield hands
Charlton resident Mike King a
brisket stuffed buffalo burger
topped with pickled green toma-
toes last Thursday.

Please Read HEALTH,page A8

Gus Steeves photo

Nichols College student Mike Hill of Stoneham, left, talks to
Constitution Day presenters Brian Knuuttila, center, and Mark Carron.
Knuuttila and Car ron were both once state representatives, the former
from Gardner, the latter from Southbridge.
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TALES FROM THE TRAIL

HOLLAND Ñ The
Opacum Land Trust pres-
ents ÒLoop Year: 365 Days
on the Trail,Ó a talk by
Connecticut author John
Sheirer at 7 p.m., in the
Holland Senior Center, 40
Brimfield Road.

Admission is free to
Opacum members, $2 for
non-members. Light
refreshments will be
served.

The book will be avail-
able for sale, as well as
other titles by the author.

Sheirer is a professor of
Eng lish at Asnuntuck
Community College in
Enfield, Conn.

To reserve a seat or more
information, contact the
Opacum Land Trust at 508-
347-9144 or
info@opacumlt.org.

For more information on
Sheirer and his work, see
www.johnsheirer.com.

PAV TO MEET

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ The
Polish American Veter ans
of Southbridge will meet
at 2 p.m. at club quarters,
18 Ballar d Cour t.
Commander Chet Szydlik
in vites all member s and
associa te member s to
attend. Topics to be dis-
cussed inc lude the ann ual
visit of the Sta te
Department and the State
Depar tment WomenÕs
Auxiliar y on Sunda y, Nov.
1.

CULTURE TALK AT THE
LIBRARY

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ
Barbara Driscoll de
Alvarado of Anna Maria
College will discuss
Hispanic culture at 6:30
p.m. in the Reading Room
of Jacob Edwards Library,
236 Main St.

This lecture is part of
the Hispanic Heritage
Month celebration at the
library. The art of Julian
Guzman has been on dis-

play all month in the main
r eading r oom.

STURBRIDGE HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY

STURBRIDGE Ñ The
Sturbridg e Historical
Society will hold its first
meeting of the society
year a t 7 p.m. at the
Publick House Historic
Inn on Sturbridge
Common. All meetings
are open to the public
and are free of charge.
Member ship is also fr ee
of charge and the only
requirement is an inter-
est in local histor y.

CAREGIVERS GROUP
MEETS

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ
Southbridge Area
Victory Caregivers
Support Group meets
from 7:30 - 9 p.m. at the
home of Dan and Linda
Pellegrini.

For an y questions , call
617-592-5081 or e-mail
pell y57@verizon.net.

FFRRIIDDAAYY
SEPT. 25

TEEN DANCE

STURBRIDGE Ñ The
Federated Church of
Sturbridge and Fiskdale
will hosting a junior
high dance fr om 7-10
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

There will be a DJ.
These area fun evenings
for all junior high kids.

There is a ÒOnce
youÕre in, youÕre inÓ policy.

Parents can pick up
their youth outside on the
front steps of the
Federated Church at 10
p.m.

The cost per youth is $7
and a snack bar is avail-
able.

CBA TO MEET

STURBRIDGE Ñ The
Coming Data Security Law:
Community Business
A s s o c i a t e s
networking/referral group
meets from 7:15 - 8:30 a.m.
at the Oli ver Wight Tavern,
Old Sturbridge Village. The
guest speaker John John
Mo ynihan of Min uteman

Governance Inc. will focus
on the ne w sta te law taking
effect next year governing
all entities that collect
emplo yee and customer
inf or mation. Open to busi-
ness and professional peo-
ple. Free.

FOOD AND FILM

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ
Sovereign Grace Chapel,
449 Main St. (next to
DunkinÕ Donuts), offers
food and film star ting with
an all-y ou-can-eat spaghet -
ti and mea tballs dinner at
6 p.m. The cost is $8 per
per son. All pr oceeds go
toward a Jamaica mission
trip .

At 7:15 p.m. the mo vie
ÒRocky Marciano Ñ A Life
Stor yÓ will be sho wn on a
12 by 15 movie scr een.

Special guest host will
be Don Columbo , nephew
of Rocky Mar ciano , who
will ans wer questions and
shar e some personal anec -

dotes.
Pastor Gary

Geor ge will c lose the
night with a brief
talk on ÒThe Fight of
the Ag es.Ó

Tic kets may be

ordered by phone at 508-
892-1023 or by e-mail a t
gsg1023@gmail.com.

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY
SEPT. 26

FINE ARTISAN FESTIVAL

STURBRIDGE Ñ The
Bethlehem Fine Artisan
Festival will be held from
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on the
Sturbridg e Town
Common, across from the
Historic Public House Inn
and Restaurant, on Route
131.

This is a juried show and
ther e will be Artisans,
music, entertainment and
food all day.

BIRTHING CLASS

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ
Har rington Hospital will
of fer a Birthing Class
fr om 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. in
Conf erence Room 2. The
cost is $130.00 per couple .
The class is designed to
answer y our questions
about labor, birth and
bringing y our ba by home .

For mor e inf or mation,
c o n -

tact the Education
Depar tment a t 508-765-
3050.

www.harringtonhospi-
tal.or g

BENEFIT FOR JOANN
MOEN

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ A
benefit will be held f or
Radius Healthcare
CenterÕs Activities
Dir ector J oAnn Moen
from 7 Ð 11 p.m. at the
VFW, 219 Everett St.

Moen, who has w orked
at Radius for 13 years, is
battling stage 3 ovarian
cancer. She is undergo-
ing a very aggressive and
e x p e r i m e n t a l
chemother apy.

Tickets for the benefit
are $15 each. DJ Dave
Wile y will be donating
his services and a silent
auction will be held.

For tickets, please con-
tact Radius staffers Lorie
Kelley, Meegan Bullock,
Paulette Haglund, Rose
Houle, Rita Lamontagne,
Christ McTigue or the
Radius receptionist at
508-765-9133.

WINDOW CLEANING

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ
Window cleaning for the
future window displays
in downtown
Southbridge is being
done at 9 a.m.

If you would like to vol-
unteer with this effort,
call (774) 230-8016 for fur-
ther inf or mation.

EXTRAORDINARY
WOMEN CONFERENCE

CHARLTON -- Charlton
Baptist Church, 50
Hammond Hill Rd.,
Charlton, will be one of
hundreds of auditoriums,
church sanctuaries and
fellowship halls across
North America hosting the
Extraordinary Women
Conference live via satel-
lite on Saturday,
September 26 from 9:30
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tickets are $15 per per-
son and include snack and
lunch. Tickets are avail-
able to the public (cash
sales only) at MorningStar
Christian Bookstore, 421
Washington St., Auburn.

The theme of the
Extraordinary Women
2009 is Free to be Real and
will feature such notable
speakers as Christian fic-
tion writer Karen
Kingsbury, singer/song-
writer Amy Grant and
actress Candace Cameron-
Bure. While the perform-
ers and speakers will
appear in Charlton via
satellite, their testimony
and ministry will bear wit-
ness to the power of Christ
to change lives.

POKER TOURNAMENT

WEBSTER Ñ The Bak er
Pond Association will be
sponsoring a No Limit

Texas Hold'em
Tour nament Fundr aiser a t
the PAV, 30 Ray St. (Must
be 21 years of age to par-
ticipa te).

The Main Ev ent starts
at 6 p.m. with a $60 dona-
tion and 3,500 star ting
chips . Satellite - Single
Table "Sit N Go" - 8 Players
star t at  3:45 p.m. The top
tw o winner s receive tick-
ets for the Main Event.

Food and Refr eshments
will be ser ved at the Break
plus Raffles.

For mor e inf or mation
please call P&M Charity
Fundraising at 508-461-
9769.

WINE AND BEER TAST-
ING

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ
Gateway Players
announces Kegs & Casks,
its wine and beer tasting
fundr aiser at 7 p.m. at the
Arts Center, 111 Main St.
Taste six wines and six
beer s from the United
States, hors dÕoeuvres and
good company.

Tic kets are $20 per per-
son, and can be ordered
online at www.gateway
players.org or by calling
508-764-4531.A very limit-
ed number will be avail-
able at the door.

PPACC GOLF
TOURNAMENT

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ The
PPACC will hold a golf
tournament at Hemlock
Ridg e Countr y Club . This
year's format will be a four
person scramble, pick
your o wn team. The cost is
$90 per individual, $360 per
team. Golf carts are
inc luded. Priz es and steak
dinner with awards pres-
entation will follow tour-
nament a t club headquar -
ters on 18 Ballard Court.

Proceeds to benefit the
Childr en's Christmas
Party, Scholarship Fund
and Building Maintenance
Fund.

Call the Polish Club at
508-764-4746 or stop in for
mor e inf ormation.

SSUUNNDDAAYY
SEPT. 27
BREAKFAST

SOUTHBRIDGE Ð There
will be a ÒBack to SchoolÓ
buffet-style family break-
fast from 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
at the LaSalle Center on
Main Street. The price is
$5 per person and $3 for
senior citiz ens and chil -
dr en 6 year s old and
under .

Take out is a vaila ble for
$5 per container .

Pr oceeds will benefit the
Youth Gr oup Scholar ship
Fund.

Also, the Little CaesarÕs
Pizza Kit sales be gins in
October . Distrib ution of
order blanks will be held
at this br eakf ast.

12 •  Monday, Sep 21, 2009

(508)347-5075
(508)764-6677

DonÕt Tie up an 
Emergency Ambulance for 
Non-emergency Transport 

Call
KÕs 

Ambulance
Service

508-987-2254
Working with congress to lower ambulance rates.

rants in New England by the New England
Barbecue Society in the Sunday, Sept. 13
Boston Globe .

Trained in the art of fine cuisine at the
Culinary Institute of America, Treitman
has paired his background as a chef with
the patience and daring necessary in
authentic barbecue to create unique spe-
cialties and perfect the classics.

Menu staples like pulled pork sandwich-
es, smoked brisket, and pork and beef ribs
keep regulars coming back, while specials
like smoked salmon, turkey and ThursdayÕs
lunch special, buffalo burgers stuffed with
brisket tips Ñ served with pickled green
tomatoes from the garden behind the smok-
er Ñ keep attracting new customers.

Traditional barbecue sides, like potato
salad, coleslaw, cornbread and chili made
with brisket meat are also made on-site
with TreitmanÕs own recipes.

When catering special events, Treitman
really turns up the heat. At a Wednesday
night six course dinner with Charles Smith
Wines in Boston, Treitman offered up
smoked duck breast with arugula salad and
blackberry vinaigrette, and a creation he
calls ÒPig Newtons,Ó which are exactly
what they sound like, substituting pulled
pork for figs.

Treitman said the two key elements in his
signa ture dishes are method and recipe.

ÒI do 100-percent wood fired cooking,Ó he
said, explaining that many barbecue joints
will smoke their meats in a gas-powered
smoker using wood as a secondary heat
source. The only source of heat in
TreitmanÕs smoker: local apple wood.

The concoction of dry spices in the rubs
he has created also adds to the unique fla-
vors of B.T.Õs meats.

The original meat rub, which he uses on
beef, potato salad and many other items,
Òwas just based off random combinations
that IÕve used in the past,Ó Treitman said.

TWEAKING FORMULAS

With a couple slight tweaks along the way,
Treitman said the recipe for the meat rub has
remained primarily the same since his first
250-pound order was received from a special-
ty spice company in Manchester, Conn.

His newest offering in that line is milder
rub called, ÒPork Your Chicken.Ó

ÒItÕs more cumin and mustard based,Ó
Treitman said, which works well with the
lighter meats.

Each of TreitmanÕs recipes contains
between 13 and 16 ingredients to keep din-
ers on their toes.

ÒSo when you bite into something, youÕre
not getting just one flavor,Ó Treitman said.

For real insight on why B.T.Õs popularity
has exploded in the last year, just ask any of
the loyal fans Ñ there are 600 of them signed
up on the smokehouseÕs Facebook page.

Mike King of Charlton stopped by the

Brimfield location Thursday for lunch.
ÒFor barbecue, thereÕs no better place,Ó

King said.
Working in Boston, among some of the

commonwealthÕs best eateries, King said he
prefers B.T.Õs barbecue over all others.

ÒI think BrianÕs stuff is just as good if not
better than a lot of the places out in
Boston,Ó King said.

Referring to TreitmanÕs unique spice
combos, which were described in The
Boston Globe , as Òaggressive,Ó King said, ÒI
think it enhances the flavor.Ó

John Hanlan, also of Charlton, said the
pulled pork sandwich is his favorite menu
item.

ÒI love his food,Ó Hanlan said.
Looking at the heaping pile of buffalo

meat, tomatoes and cheese Treitman hand-
ed him through the window, Hanlan said,
ÒThis may be my new favorite though.Ó

On the horizon for B.T.Õs is a new home in
the former Basketville building, along side
Pioneer Brewing Company.

Treitman said of all his customers and
fans of his food, his most important sup-
porter is his wife Marni.

ÒI really couldnÕt do any of this without
having the complete and total support of
my wife,Ó Treitman said. ÒSheÕs been amaz-
ing.Ó

News staff writer Christopher Tanguay
may be reached at (508) 909-4132, or by e-mail
at ctanguay@stonebridgepress.com.

SMOKEHOUSE
continued from page A1

B.T.Õs Smokehouse is voted one of regionÕs best

CALENDAR
continued from page A5

WHAT TO DO

Christopher Tanguay photo

Brian Treitman of B.T.Õs Smokehouse in Brimfield lis-
tens as Charlton resident Mike King places his order
for a brisket-stuffed buffalo burger topped with pickled
green tomatoes last Thursday. TreitmanÕs inventive
recipes have won him a loyal clientele Ñ and election
as one of New EnglandÕs best barbecue eateries in a
Boston Globepoll.

CBA group gets heads-up
on data security law

STURBRIDGE Ñ
Rigor ous r equirements cov-
ering collection of employ-
ee and customer informa-
tion will tak e effect early
next year under a new state
law designed to prevent
br eaches and protect the
CommonwealthÕs citizens
from identity theft.

On F rida y, Sept. 25,
Community Business
Associates (CBA) will wel-
come guest speak er J ohn
Moynihan for an advance
briefing on these require-
ments af fecting businesses
and r esidents across the
state, including administra-
ti ve, technical and physical
contr ols required and prac-
tical compliance sugges-
tions . Networking begins at
7:15 a.m. in the Oli ver Wight
Tavern at Old Sturbridge
Villa ge, just off the OSV
par king lot. Meetings last
until 8:30 a.m. and are open
to business and pr ofession-

al people who wish to learn
mor e about the fi ve-year-old
organization.

Mr. Moynihan is manag-
ing dir ector of Minuteman
Governance Inc., a
Hopkinton consultancy
tha t pr ovides information
security services through-
out the public and private
sector s. Prior to founding
Minuteman, John was He is
a former information secu-
rity of ficer f or the
Massachusetts Department
of Revenue, where he was
responsible for the agency's
inf ormation security and
internal audit functions.

A comm unity-oriented
netw orking group, CBA
invites monthly speakers
on economic topics af fect-
ing the r egion.

For information, visit
www .comm unityb usines-
sassociates.or g or e-mail
info@communitybusines-
sassociates.org.

Th
an

ks
 f

or
 r

ea
di

ng
 t

he
So

ut
hb

ri
dg

e 
Ev

en
in

g 
Ne

w
s!

BY GUS STEEVES
NEWS STAFF WRITER

DUDLEY Ñ All the furor
over health car e, Sen. Ted
KennedyÕs replacement and
other political issues con-
ver ged r ather quietly
Wednesday in a lecture hall
at Nichols College.

Ther e, former state Reps
Brian Knuuttila and Mark
Carron, both Democrats,
ur ged the small audience to
pay attention to whatÕs hap-
pening and get involved Ñ
to vote, petition, organize
their comm unity, even run
for office at whatever level
suits them.

ÒThe historic election
last y ear demonstrated the
incr edible powerÓ of mod-
er n comm unica tions and
an organized public,

Knuuttila said. Ò... It
br ought a whole new mean-
ing to the conce pt that all
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Changing Our TChanging Our T oonoon
EditorÕ s Note: Star ting toda y, the

Southbridge Evening News is test-
ing a new comic on our comics page,
Page A6. For the next four weeks, we
will run the nationally popular
ÒPearls Before Swine,Ó in place of
ÒRose is Rose.Ó We want to hear

from you, our readers, about what you think of the
new cartoon before deciding whether to make a per-
manent s witc h.

Much like other moves we make in the newspaper,
this one was done with the goal of providing our read-
ers something fr esh, new and, well, downright funny.

Let us know by calling Editor
Walter Bird at (508) 909-4107 or
Mana ging Editor T racy Seelye at
(508) 909-4130. You may also e-mail
us at wbird@stonebridgepress.com
or tseelye@stonebridgepress.com.

In the meantime, the laugh is on us!
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BY CHRISTOPHER TANGUAY
NEWS STAFF WRITER

BRIMFIELD Ñ With a
br and new mortgage and a
baby on the w ay, Brian
Treitman was admittedly
ner vous when he first
opened B .T.Õs Smokehouse
on Sturbridge Road in
Brimfield a couple y ears ago.

Now, with a satellite locale
on Main Str eet in Sturbridg e,
his own line of rubs, sauces
and r elishes catching on Ñ
and another ba by on the w ay
Ñ TreitmanÕs nervousness
has tur ned to disbelief at the
success heÕs had.

ÒThere are times that I sit
down and I think about it
and kind of get chills ,Ó
Treitman said from his flag-
ship location, in front of his
homemade smok er.

B.T.Õs was listed among
the top 10 barbecue restau-

Eating high on the hogEating high on the hog

Toll vouchers for the disabled?

BY RYAN GRANNAN-DOLL
NEWS STAFF WRITER

CHARLTON Ñ To ease the finan-
cial strain on disabled motorists, the
state Registry of Motor Vehicles is
considering giving them toll vouch-
ers to defray the costs of travel to the
Charlton branch.

The issue arose after some con-
cerned residents complained about
handicapped parking issues at the
site, located at the 5-East Massachu-
setts Turnpike service area.
Currently, disabled motorists are
forced to use the Pike, and pay a toll,
to access the siteÕs five handicapped
parking spaces. No handicapped
parking is available at the other park-
ing area on the Route 20 side of the
service stop. RMV Spokesman Ann
Dufresne offered no detail on how the

plan would actually work. State Rep.
Geraldo Alicea, D-Charlton, called for
such a measure last month, but last
week said the move was not enough.

ÒIt should be for elderly and handi-
capped,Ó he said.

Alicea said he had asked Registrar
Rachel Kaprielian to offer the vouch-
ers to handicapped and elderly drivers
so the latter would not have to walk
long distances to the building from the
Route 20 parking area.

Alicea also said he is looking into
whether state requires the building to
have a bathroom, which he said it cur-
rently lacks.

Dufresne last week also accused this
newspaper of Òmanufactur[ing]Ó con-
troversy over the Charlton RMV site. Ryan Grannan-Doll photo

To make access to the Mass Pike RMV site more convenient for disabled drivers,
the Registry of Motor Vehicles is considering providing toll vouchers.

RMV LOOKS TO SMOOTH THE
WAY FOR SOME LOCAL DRIVERS

Please Read REGISTRY,page A8

Former legislators urge
political involvement

Beinema
links health,
environment

BY GUS STEEVES
NEWS STAFF WRITER

SOUTHBRIDGE Ñ To
Anne Fenwick-Beinema,
health and the condition
of the environment go
hand in hand. While
man y researchers delve
deeply into genetics to
find causes of one dis-
ease or another , her
years as a nurse and per-
sonal experience have
led her to a m uch sim-
pler conclusion: ÒweÕre
poisoning ourselves.Ó

While the concept is
simple to e xpress, its
causes and solutions are
much more challenging,
the newest member of
the Southbridg e Boar d
of Health acknowledges.
ThatÕs because theyÕre
essentially systemic in
nature; to restore
human health in the
large sense, Beinema
believes we need to stop
using unnecessary
chemicals and products.

Take, for example,
nail polish.

ÒWeÕre supposed to
wrap it in paper before
disposal so it doesnÕt
react with other things,Ó
she observed. ÒItÕs safe
on our bodies, but not in
the Earth? ... WeÕre poi-
soning ourselves every
day with the chemicals
we use on ourselves.Ó

Or pharmaceuticals.
As a nurse, sheÕs seen lit-

erally tons of those being
discarded Ñ for many
years, inappropriately.
But onl y now is the sci-
ence really catching up to
the technology, discover-
ing that those medicines
are often not removed by
sewer treatment plants
and can still be active in
natur e afterward.

Or plastics, with
recent reports of toxins
leaching fr om some of
them into food or drinks.
To Beinema, all of these
issues, and many others,
need to be addressed,
and she expresses it
directly as ÒStop buying
things w e throw into the
envir onment. Ó

Of cour se, tha tÕs an
extremely difficult thing
to do. Lik e so many peo-
ple w ho ar e awar e of the
risks , Beinema also uses
some of those items

Anne Beinema

SERVICE
WITH A
SMILE
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CHARLTON Ñ Emily
Johnson,8, of Charlton
smiles for the camera
as she gets soapy dur-
ing a car wash
Saturday morning at
Town Hall for Charlton
Youth Soccer. For
more photos, please
turn to Page A11.

B.TÕS ONE OF N EW ENGLAND ÕS BEST

Please Read SMOKEHOUSE,page A12
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Brian Treitman of B.T.Õs
Smokehouse in Brimfield hands
Charlton resident Mike King a
brisket stuffed buffalo burger
topped with pickled green toma-
toes last Thursday.

Please Read HEALTH,page A8
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Nichols College student Mike Hill of Stoneham, left, talks to
Constitution Day presenters Brian Knuuttila, center, and Mark Carron.
Knuuttila and Car ron were both once state representatives, the former
from Gardner, the latter from Southbridge.
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